US History & Government

Procedures & Policies

Introduction:

     This year in social studies we will be studying the history of the United States from the Colonial period to modern times.  The emphasis of this course is on the structure of our government & how it has evolved throughout history.  Therefore we begin with an in depth study of the mechanics of American government and then study how events have molded that system throughout time.  The year culminates in June with the regents’ exam.
Procedures:

· Your textbook provides the basis for all of the information that we will study this year.
· In general we will cover a chapter a week and you will be expected to read your text book faithfully.  All of the important people, details and dates are in the textbook therefore reading well is the key to success in this course.
· On a daily basis we will cover one section of a chapter. 

· You will be given “Discussion Questions” at the beginning of each chapter which will guide your nightly reading assignments and also serve as the basis for class discussion the next day.
· You will get review assignments which will be due at the end of each chapter.  

· At the end of each chapter we will take a chapter test which will be a mixture of multiple choice questions from the book and the regents’ exam, matching vocabulary & short answer.  

· Reviewing the reading material a minimum of 3 times is recommended for the best result on the chapter test.
Policies:

· Late assignments will not be accepted. Failure to hand in an assignment on time will result in the recording of a 0. 
·  If you are absent assignments & tests are due the day you return to class.

· Failure to read and complete the nightly discussion questions will result in an afterschool detention.

Weighted Grades:

· Review- 45%

· Tests- 55%
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